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Dangerous precedemt in Russia— Re&{erend Junsei Terasawa, a Japanese
Buddhisimonk, was recently officially denied a Russian visa oy the Russian Mimistry
ofForeign Affairs. Thj.; was because of his speech against the ongoing war in
Chechnya at the UN Commission for Human Rights in Geneva April 2000.-+ (~—%§
4E88)

. -;When staying in Russia, Reverend Terasawa protested against viclence since the
very start of the first Chechen military campaign, regularly taking part in meetings
and pickets against the war, along with his disciples. He was also active in
organising inter-religious joint prayers for peace and was one of the chief initiators
of The March of Mothers’ Compassion “For Life” fom Moscow to Grozmoiy In
1995. He frequently visited the conflict zone.--- (—55&BE)

---Finally, on 6 June 2000, Mr. D.Zakharov, Attache at the Dept. of Consular
Service, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, informed of an “officiel dendal” in
issuing a visa for Japanese citizen Mr.Terasawa Junsei. The official also explained
that Mr. Terasawa was not marked in any of the penalty lists of the MFA, thus
being “clean” as far as the visa regime is concerned. Furthermore, the invitation
had already been issued on 16 May 2000. Nevertheless, the invitation was retained
upon the instruction of the Federal Security Service of Russia, as the
aforementioned person was on a certain so~called “closed list of the FSB” (FSB is
the new name for the KGB). Thus, no official or other reasons for the denial were
disclosed.

‘The reasens are evident, however. The fact is that being a representative of the
NGO ’'International Peace Bureau’, Rev. Terasawa participated in the 56-th
Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, held fom 20 March to 28 April,
2000, in Geneva. This Commission is the supreme international board for human
rights in all countries of the world. Junsei Terasawa took advantage of his right to
speak out, which every NGO representative accredited has, and made an oral
statement at this Commission against the war in Chechnya.--- {—EB& ).

s+ Evidently, it was entirely due to these circumstances that the Russian
authorities took measures in return, as a kind of revenge on Rev. Terasawa. Such
steps are practised in authorftarian states only, and were typical for the former
Soviet Union, but are in no way acceptable for countries which claim to be part of
the democratic European community.

We must consider the fact that all the numerous actions and activities against the
war in Chechiwa conducted in Bussia by Reverend Terasawa, and even his asvest
and five days’ detainment in a filration camp in Chechnya in 1995 (where he and
his disciples had their finger prints taken), were not followed by any restrictions
for his stay in Russia. Only after the country has become generally gripped in the
hands of the security services, has such a diplomatic revenge been able to occur,
in return for the open condemnation of grave viclations of human rights in Russia
on the international arena.

We call on all organisations and institutions,_ all those of good will in Russia and
abroad, to raise their voices for the Jegal right of Reverend Junsei Terasawa to the
uncbstructed entrance into the Russjan Federation. We request everyene to take
all steps possible for his official rehabilitation and the restoration of Justice.
Today, the rvights and freedom of a single person are concerned;, tomorrow — the

same may happen to everyone...
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